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Rebuilding Together Aurora matched with AmeriCorps member

            Rebuilding Together Aurora has hired AmeriCorps member Emily Stern for the position of client outreach coordinator.

            AmeriCorps members address needs in communities across America, much like Peace Corps members serve in countries throughout the world. Each year, nearly 75,000 Americans serve in the areas of education, the environment, public safety, homeland security and others.

            Stern, who resides in Naperville, will be working with volunteers and sponsors for the nonprofit, volunteer organization dedicated to helping low-income homeowners through home renovation and repair.

            “Rebuilding Together Aurora is a good example of what a truly grassroots effort is,” Stern said. “They are one of just a few volunteer-based rebuilding programs in the nation. People give of their time because they love the cause.”

            Stern said she will be working to identify low-income homeowners who have small children or are elderly or disabled and need help with home repair. She also will work with volunteers to carry out renovation projects, develop partnerships with sponsors and create community awareness about the group.

            Sponsors include civic organizations, church members and local and regional businesses.

            Stern recently gathered in New Orleans with 32 other AmeriCorps members. “We did intensive training, and then did relief work on homes in the Gulf where Katrina hit three years ago,” she said.

            AmeriCorps was started 15 years ago by President Bill Clinton. “The idea and the mission was to work to alleviate poverty,” Stern said. “Members serve with nonprofit organizations or work with education development, and we only receive a small living stipend.” The AmeriCorps organization pays their members’ salaries.

            Stern is a recent graduate of the University of Wisconsin at Madison. “I wanted to work with AmeriCorps, but I didn’t think I would be able to financially,” she said. “By a stroke of fate, I ended up in a position to do it.”

            Patrick Rogers, vice president of Rebuilding Together Aurora, said the local chapter found out through the national organization that “if we qualified, AmeriCorps could put a person in our area.

“We needed an extra person, so we applied. The job was posted on several Web sites, and Stern happened to see it on Craig’s List. She met with us and we realized she would be the person who would work out for us.”

            Stern’s office is on the fourth floor of the Aurora Community Center at 501 College Avenue, Suite 421. The office phone number is (630) 585-7510.

            Rogers said once a year, on the last Saturday in April, skilled and unskilled volunteers join in a one-day “blitz” to repair homes. Rebuilding Together Aurora has been in existence since 1993. That first year, about seven homeowners received help “We’ve increased that to 23 in one year,” Rogers said. “Our goal is to expand our footprint in Aurora and do more things on a year-round basis.”

