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Rebuilding Together works its magic

AURORA – With an expanded board of eleven members, Rebuilding Together Aurora selected 17 needy, low-income, local families whose homes were in serious need of repair. 

 
The goal was to assess the needs of each of the homes, then secure materials, manpower, and money to make the repairs, to be done on the last Saturday in April.

 
This year “Christmas in April,” the national humanitarian program, changed its name to “Rebuilding Together.”  And on April 29, the homes of Maria Soto and Selsa Martinez were transformed.


Forty volunteers from Grace United Methodist Church worked on Soto’s home, repairing or replacing windows and storm doors, installing insulation, doing exterior painting and installing railing for the front steps. 


Meanwhile, the Martinez home underwent a radical transformation as 80 volunteers from Lucent Technologies worked on the roof, side yard, walkway, installing a kitchen counter and sink, making plumbing repairs, installing siding and providing a new oven. 
This house was ready to be condemned by the city before Rebuilding Together chose it for its program.


House sponsors were Atwell-Hicks, Aurora Noontime Rotary, Bemmco Door and Hardware, Book Road Baptist Church, Chicago Creative Investors Association, Grace United Methodist Church, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Home Depot, Lucent Technologies, Notre Dame Club, Old Second National Bank, Park National Bank, River Glen Presbyterian Church, Southminster Presbyterian Church,  St. Elizabeth Seton Church, St. Marks Lutheran Church, St. Peter and Paul Church, St. Raphael Church, Starbucks, Toyota Motors Sales USA, and U.S. Navy. 
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