Rebuilding Together
Volunteers make improvements to homes in the community
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AURORA – At times we have heard of a program that “someone “ has that could help out in replacing a window or two. But have you ever heard of a program that comes in your home and does a makeover of your house?
 Well, that is what Rebuilding Together Aurora,  formerly known as Christmas in April Aurora, does.
No, this is not a TV. reality show, though you would think it was, with everyone wanting to help out.
With the help of volunteers from area churches, civic organizations and local businesses,  Rebuilding Together has been rehabilitating homes in the Aurora area since 1993, particularly those owned by elderly or disabled people, or families with children. This year 18 homes were selected to receive upgrades.
“ We have many persons and groups that come in and put a lot of effort, and end up donating tens of thousands of dollars in materials and labor,” Mark Anderson said. He is one of the founders of Christmas in April.
The city of Aurora sponsored repairs at a home on Gates St., owned by Jackie Serrano.
Serrano needed a fully handicapped accessible bathroom in the basement to cover the needs of her 14-year old nephew, who is confined to a wheelchair and has cerebral palsy. Aurora area contractors donated labor and materials for the job, while city of Aurora employees worked on other projects around the house.
Each home has a house captain who is in charge of coordinating volunteers and communicate with the homeowner.
Volunteers, be it that they are a experienced trade professionals or someone just willing to help, work side-by-side doing the home improvement work, such as painting, plumbing, carpentry, electrical repairs, drywall repairs, weather-stripping, caulking, basement clean-up, replacement of locks and doors, installing handicapped ramps and yard work.
Other home sponsors include Attwell-Hicks, Chicago Creative, Grace United Methodist, Home depot, Lucent, Toyota, Parksite, Aurora Rotary, Hallmark Services Corp, Good Shepherd, Good Shepherd, St Raphael, West Suburban/Starbucks, Park National Bank, Christ Community Church/ Blackberry, River Glen Presbyterian, Mark Camp’s youth.
“No one is getting paid and yet we are here making a positive effect in the homeowner’s life and, in turn, in the community itself,” Anderson said.

Homeowners wanted
Rebuilding Together Aurora would like more Latinos to apply. Candidates must meet the following guidelines to be considered: 
1. Live in zip codes 60503, 60504, 60505 or 60506 
2. Own the home and reside in it. 
3. Meet Chicago HUD Income requirements defining low income, based upon the number of people living in the house. If the only source of income is Social Security or some other form of public assistance, the qualification is met. 
4. Have home owner insurance 
For more information, contact Rebuilding Together at (630) 375-7446.
